The Embarrassed Simian Syndrome:

Seth Shostak Cites Spousal Abuse

Malou Zeitlin

(See The Great UFO Debate)
Dr.Shostak seems to be having an acute case of the "Embarrassed Simian Syndrome." I've noticed similar behavior among our cousins at the zoo. When faced with a puzzling task he can't perform, the ape grins, scratches himself and turns away.

Human beings resort to humor, or sarcasm, to avoid the public humiliation of 

having to display their ignorance.

Here is a flagrant example of the kind of sarcasm meant to dismiss some human suffering as ambiguous or a result of spousal abuse.  

Quote from Dr. Shostak

“Why beings from distant suns would come to Earth to melon-ball the locals, this evidence is, once again, ambiguous. The scoops might be due to aliens, and then again, they could be the consequence of spousal abuse or many other causes.”

While Dr. Shostak shows some promise in becoming a "SETI Comic-Guest" on some late-night show, his suggestion of "spousal abuse" is beyond absurd. It is difficult enough to scoop fruit perfectly, but scooping one's self, or one's mate while asleep or unconscious is impossible.

Some of us are close to losing patience with the expensive SETI Show that goes nowhere, though we appreciate that their data indicates that our Earth is not flat, not in the center of the universe, and that we can no longer wear our "Crown of Creation". 

Alone on this planet ? Not likely!

We have the "Tall Whites" among others. (See Charles Hall and the Tall White ETs.)

There are no contentious issues to be found in Charles Hall's report, no tricks, no lies, no exaggerations, just the facts.

What are these facts ? The precise memories of a young Airman who interacted with "Extraterrestrials" living on a US Air Force base, almost lost his life in the process, and was adopted as their "Pet."

Could it be time for Charles to visit some "Institutes", SETI among them, and give scientists the benefit of his experiences?

Could he have an open-minded audience or would his presentation once again provoke acute "Embarrassed Human Syndrome"?

You know the symptoms: coughing, shuffling of feet, murmurs, stifled laughter... all the way to standing up and leaving the room in single file while muttering.

WHY? Because Charles would have to tell his audience how the "Tall Whites" see us and it is almost exactly the way we describe our cousins the apes.

We think that they can be amusing and even human-like, but we wouldn't want to be thrown in a cage with a crowd of them. Transpose these feelings onto the "Tall Whites" vis-a-vis us Humans and it could be strong but salutory medicine for our inflated egos.
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